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ABSTRACT

This issue of the Israeli Affairs Journal is themed around “Israel - land, law, and ideology”.

The 54" issue incorporates seven articles, of which five are themed around the disputes over land which
define the conflict between the Zionist project and the Arab Palestinians’ presence in the country. The
articles show how manifestations of this conflict continue to exist, causing Palestinians to suffer in their
daily lives, while also constructing their identities and national project. The conflict has transformed from
the buying of Palestinian land by Jews and others in the second half of the 19" century, to a continuous,
connected and programmed process that is an integral part of a national project to establish a political
entity that is able to engineer people and place and to control geography and geology. In other words, to

control all that is underneath and above ground.

One exclusive and in-depth interview is featured in this issue with Professor Avraham Yehoshua,
an Israeli novelist, essayist, and playwright. He is a notable figure in the «new wave» generation of
Israeli writers. Yehoshua emphasizes that Jews disregard others’ homelands, hence, their indifference to
the toll of devastation they have been causing to the Palestinians’ homeland specifically after the 1967
occupation. Yehoshua also touched upon the role of culture in conflicts, pointing out that Israeli writers of

his generation have been engaged with politics, while the younger generation has neglected this aspect.

The current issue also presents two articles the first of which is titled “Exile, History, and the Nationalisation
of Jewish Memory”. In this article the author analyses the ideas of “history” and “return” in the Zionist
narrative in order to clarify their political and cultural projections. The second article is entitled “The
Hammer, the Sickle, and the Holocaust: Hapoel Tel Aviv Fans and Secular Israeli Identity”. The article
explains the prevalent discourse in Israeli football stadiums and amphitheaters. In the author’s opinion,
the discourse indicates that the main conflicts are circulating around the definition of “what is Israeli”.
In addition, two critical books’ reviews are presented in this issue. The first one is a review to Eitan Bar-
Yosef’s book, entitled “A Villa in the Jungle: Herzl, Zionist Culture, and the Great African Adventure”.
The second review is of a book entitled “Iraqi Jews: A History of Mass” by Abbas Shiblak. Also, a library

is included in this issue.
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